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Want more
Fun Facts?

The first Thanksgiving was held in the autumn of 
1621

Included 50 Pilgrims and 90 Wampanoag Indians and 
lasted three days. Many historians believe that only five 
women were present at that first Thanksgiving, as many 
women settlers didn't survive that difficult first year in 
the U.S.

No turkey on the menu at the first Thanksgiving:

Historians say that no turkey was served at the first 
Thanksgiving! What was on the menu? Deer or venison, 
ducks, geese, oysters, lobster, eel and fish. They 
probably ate pumpkins, but no pumpkin pies. They also 
didn't eat mashed potatoes or cranberry relish, but they 
probably ate cranberries. And no, Turduckens (a turkey 
stuffed with a duck stuffed with a chicken) were nowhere 
to be found during that first Thanksgiving.

Thanksgiving is the reason for TV dinners! 

In 1953, Swanson had so much extra turkey (260 tons) 
that a salesman told them they should package it onto 
aluminum trays with other sides like sweet potatoes — 
and the first TV dinner was born!

How did the tradition of watching football on 
Thanksgiving start? 

The NFL started the Thanksgiving Classic games in 
1920 and since then the Detroit Lions and the Dallas 
Cowboys have hosted games on Turkey Day. In 2006, 
a third game was added with different teams 
hosting.
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